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P a s t S e c t i o n M e e t i n g s 
CHICAGO 

The first meeting of the Chicago Sec
tion for this season was held on Wednes
day evening, September 27, in coopera
tion with the Electrical Section of the 
Western Society of Engineers. A paper 
was presented by Mr. S. G. Neiler, 
entit led " The Electrical and Mechani
cal Equipment of the New Terminal of 
the Chicago and Northwestern Rail
way." This paper was the thi rd of a 
series of three papers on the new term
inal, and was discussed by Messrs. 
Seely, Ravlin, A. Bernent and Frank 
F . Fowle. 

CLEVELAND 
The Cleveland Section made an in

spection tr ip to the local plants of the 
American Steel and Wire Company on 
September 22, in company with a num
ber of members of the Cleveland Engi
neering Society. The par ty met at the 
central furnaces and were conducted 
over the plant by guides. One of the 
most interesting features here was the 
new direct-connected gas engine gen
erating stat ion which will furnish power 
to the local plants . From the furnaces 
the entire par ty , of 86 members of 
both organizations, were taken by t rain 
to the Cuyahoga works. A luncheon 
was served en route. At the Cuyahoga 
works, which are entirely electrically 
driven, the par ty were shown the 
operation of rolling and finishing of flat 
wire, and the drawing of round, wire. 
The Newburgh plant was next visited. 
At this ptlant both the Bessemer and 
open hear th processes were seen in 
operation on iron from the central 
furnaces, and also the rolling of billets 
and of the larger sizes of wire. 

L Y N N , M A S S . 
A preliminary meeting of the Lynn 

Section, for the purpose of organizing. 
was held on October 4, with 25 Members 
and Associates of the Ins t i tu te present. 
The following officers were elected: 
Chairman, E. E. Boyer, secretary, I. H. 
Sclater. Plans were then discussed, and 

it was decided to call the first meeting 
for October 5, in order t ha t those inter
ested might make application for ad
mission to membership in the Section. 
The dues for local members were fixed 
at $2.00 per annum. 

The meeting of October 5 was devoted 
to the discussion of Section mat te rs . 
Among the speakers were Messrs. W. C. 
Fish, of Lynn, the originator of the 
Lynn Section movement , W. A. Hall, 
of Lynn, E. A. Baldwin, of Schenec-
tady, former chairman of the 
Schenectady Section, and Dr. Charles 
P . Steinmetz, honorary chairman of 
the Schenectady Section. 

Mr. Fish in an interesting ta lk ex
pressed the opinion t ha t the Lynn Sec
tion might be made one of the foremost 
in the country. 

Mr. Hall spoke of the success of 
Sections tha t had come under his per
sonal observation, with part icular 
reference to . the Pittsfield Section, with 
which he had formerly been connected. 
This Section showed a growth of more 
t han three times its original number in 
a period of less than three years. 

Mr. Baldwin gave a talk on the work 
of the Schenectady Section. He gave 
figures showing the remarkable growth 
of tha t Section from 70 members when 
first organized, to 600 a t the present 
t ime. The average a t tendance at 
meetings last year was more t h a n 300. 

Dr. Steinmetz gave a talk on the ad
vancement of electrical engineering, in 
which he gave some interesting figures 
showing the development of the elec
trical field. 

Those interested in the organization 
of the Lynn Section were very much 
gratified at the a t tendance at this 
meeting, there being more than 400 
members and visitors present. Already 
375 of t ha t number have been enrolled 
as members of the Section. 

M I L W A U K E E 
The Milwaukee Section held its open

ing meeting of the season of 1911-1912, 
in the Plankinton House, Milwaukee, 
on October 11, in cooperation with the 
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Engineers ' Society of Milwaukee. 
Seventy-nine members and guests were 
present to listen to a ta lk on " City 
Efficiency and Promotion Work ", by 
Dr. B. M. Rastell , of the Milwaukee 
Bureau of Efficiency and Economy. 
Dr. Rastell gave an outline of the condi
tions of civic government, covering the 
broad scops of the work, and dealing 
with the conditions which tend to low 
efficiency in civic work. Comment 
was made on the German practice of 
promotion of specially t rained civic 
employes, and of the impossibility of 
applying t h a t method to American 
conditions. To meet the need, effi
ciency bureaus have been established 
so t h a t specially trained men may plan 
and advise city administrat ions along 
the different lines in which the ad
visors may be considered experts. 
Methods of analysis of several different 
problems were dealt with in detail, 
and the results obtained in a few 
specific instances demonst ra ted t h a t 
similar possibilities of great improve
ment probably exist in other branches 
of civic work'. 

M I N N E S O T A 
The members of the Minnesota Sec

tion inspected the three new stat ions 
of the Minneapolis General Electric 
Company, at Riverside, Main Street, 
and Sixth Street, on September 30. 
The tr ip was followed by an informal 
dinner and meeting which was held at 
Donaldson's Tea Rooms. Mr . Don 
L. Gallusha gave a ta lk on " The 
Design of the Stations ", and Mr. H. J . 
Gille also spoke, on " The Relat ion of 
the Stations to the Service Furnished ." 
Informal talks were also given b y ' D e a n 
Francis C. Shanahan, Dr. H. F . Eddy , 
and Professor F . W. Springer. Thi r ty -
one members took par t in the inspection 
and were present at the meeting. 

P H I L A D E L P H I A 
The Philadelphia Section held a joint 

meeting with the Electrical Section of 
the Frankl in Ins t i tu te on October 12. 
Mr. Wal ton Clark, President of the 

Frankl in Ins t i tu te , resigned the chair 
to Mr. H. Clyde Snook, who made 
the opening address relating to the 
work of the Philadelphia Section for 
the current year. Mr. Snook then in t ro -

duced Major G. 0 . Squier, of the Signal 
Corps, U. S. A., who presented a paper 
on " Electrical Methods of Intercom
municat ion for Mili tary Purposes ", 
which was i l lustrated by lantern slides 
showing the work of the signal corps. 
This was followed by a description of 
some of the research work carried on by 
the depar tment , special stress being laid 
on the work on multiplex telephony. 
Messrs. Snook, Hering, Thomas , 
Spencer, Goodspeed and Nor th rup took 
par t in the discussion. 

P I T T S B U R G H 
The regular month ly meeting of the 

P i t t sburgh Section was held in the 
rooms of the Engineering Society of 
Western Pennsylvania on October 10. 
In the absence of Mr. K. C. Randal l , 
Mr. W. Edgar Reed was elected tem
porary chairman. A paper on " In
dustrial I l luminat ion with Part icular 
Reference to Steel Mills " was presented 
by Mr. C. J. Mundo . Those taking 
par t in the discussion were Messrs. B. 
R. Shover, C. B. Auel, C. W. Hill, and 
W. Edgar Reed. 

PlTTSFIELD 
One hundred and fifty-five members 

of the Pittsfield Section gathered at 
the opening meeting for this season, 
held on October 19, to hear an address 
by Dr. C. P . Steinmetz, of Schen^ectady, 
on " Unexplored Fields in Electrical 
Engineering." The meeting was pre
ceded by a dinner at which Dr. Stein
metz was the guest. The address was 
closely followed by those present, and 
Dr. Steinmetz replied to a number of 
queries made at the close of his talk. 
A number of engineers from Schenec-
t ady were among those present. 

SAN FRANCISCO 
The first meeting of the San Fran

cisco Section for the season of 1911-1912 
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was held on Fr iday evening, September 
29, in the assembly room of the Home 
Telephone Building, 333 Gran t Avenue, 
San Francisco. Seventy-three members 
were present. A ta lk on Public Service 
Commissions " was given by Mr. Max 
Thelen, a t torney for the California 
Sta te Board of Railway Commissioners. 

Owing to the continued absence of 
Mr. Thelen from town previously to 
the meeting, it was impossible for him 
to prepare a paper. The ta lk was ex
temporaneous, but nevertheless ex
tremely interesting. Prior to the meet
ing a table d 'hote dinner was served a t 
the Old Poodle Dog Res taurant , at 
which about 20 members were present. 

S T . L O U I S 
The first meeting of the St. Louis 

Section for this season was in the form 
of a dinner at Lippe's Res taurant , fol
lowed by a business session. Professor 
A. S. Langsdorf, representatives of the 
St. Louis Section at the Chicago Con
vention, gave an informal talk regarding 
the convention. 

A joint meeting of the St. Louis 
Section with the Engineers ' Club of St. 
Louis was held on October 18, in the 
rooms of the Engineers ' Club. Mr. G. 
W. Lamke, chairman of the St. Louis 
Section, presided. Mr. John L. Car
lisle, of the Moloney Electric Com
pany, read a paper on " Comparison of 
Types of Transformers ." A brief his
tory of the development of transformers 
was given, followed by a comparison of 
the core and shell types, and a dis
cussion of the construction and per
formance of transformers in general. 
The paper was il lustrated by lantern 
slides, and the construction details 
were explained by reference to several 
types of transformers and par t ly fin
ished coils loaned for the occasion by 
several electrical companies. The dis
cussion t ha t followed related mainly 
to the advantages of silicon steel and 
the impregnation of coils. Among those 
Caking par t in the discussion were 

Messrs. Langsdorf, T immerman, Mo
loney, Waters , and Clarkson. 

SEATTLE 
The Seattle Section held its opening 

meeting for the season a t the Arctic 
Club on September 16. There was a 
general discussion of plans for the 
coming year, which was followed by an 
informal dinner. 

T O L E D O 
The regular monthly meeting of the 

Toledo Section was held at the Toledo 
Commerce Club on Fr iday evening, 
October 6. The meeting was preceded 
by a dinner a t which Mr. M. W. Hansen 
acted as toastmaster . After the dinner 
five minute talks were given by various 
members on their favorite topics. In 
conclusion Mr. C. B. Cook gave a talk, 
which was i l lustrated by lantern slides, 
on hydroelectric plants , bringing out 
various features of the impulse and 
reaction turbines, also details of the 
governors and nozzles used on impulse 
turbines. 

The following afternoon, Saturday, 
October 7, the members made a t r ip to 
the hydroelectric plant a t Miami, to 
which ladies were invited. Mr. Robert
son, of the Miami Power Company, 
escorted the visitors through the plant 
and explained the appara tus . 

T O R O N T O 
The first meeting of the Toronto 

Section for the season of 1911-1912 
was held on October 6, in the rooms of 
the Engineers ' Club, Toronto. Officers 
for the ensuing year were elected as 
follows: Chairman, A. L. Mudge; vice-
chairman; F . A. Gaby; secretary, 
Valentine Boyd; Executive Committee, 
the chairman, vice-chairman and secre
tary, and Messrs. J. G. Jackson, P. H. 
Kemble, and D. H. McDougall . A 
vote of thanks was unanimously adopted 
and tendered to Mr. W. H. Eisenbeis, 
who has been secretary of the Toronto 
Section for several years and who has 
now moved to Pi t tsburgh. Mr. E. 
Richards gave an interesting account 
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of the Chicago Convention. A lantern 
slide ta lk was then given by Mr. Parker 
H. Kemble, on the construction of the 
Four th Avenue subway, Brooklyn, 
N. Y. 

U R B A N A , I I I . 
The regular meeting of the Urbana 

Section was held in the electrical engi
neering laboratory of the University of 
Illinois on October 11. The following 
officers were elected for the current 
year : Chairman, E. H. Waldo; vice-
chairman, T. D. Yensen; secretary, 
F . G. Willson; treasurer, A. Morris 
Buck. 

W A S H I N G T O N , D. C. 

The Washington Section held its 
first fall meeting in the Telephone 
Building on October 10, with an at
tendance of 150 members. Section 3 
of the local by-laws, relating to officers, 
was amended. Dr. F rank B. Jewet t read 
a paper enti t led " Telephone Trans
mission Engineering." A more ex
tended report of Dr. Jewet t ' s paper will 
be found elsewhere in this issue. 

Past B r a n c h M e e t i n g s 
U N I V E R S I T Y OF ARKANSAS 

The Universi ty of Arkansas Branch 
resumed its activities a t a prel iminary 
meeting held on October 10 for the 
purpose of acquaint ing the new men 
with the Branch and its work. A 
historical sketch of the Ins t i tu te was 
given by Professor W. N. Gladson, 
in which he discussed the object and 
work of the Ins t i tu te and the value of 
membership in it. He also spoke of the 
work of the Branch and presented to 
his hearers the benefits to be derived 
by the s tudent from active part ic ipat ion 
in its work. In conclusion Professor 
Gladson gave a brief review of the ap
plication of electricity in the various 
industries. Messrs. Hülse, Harr ison, 
Moody and Lenker, seniors in electrical 
engineering, gave numerous experi
ments with the a l ternat ing magnet ic 

field, the talking arc, and the Tesla 
coil. 

ARMOUR I N S T I T U T E OF TECHNOLOGY 
The first fall meeting of the Armour 

Ins t i tu te Branch was held on Sep
tember 21 . The meeting being an in
formal one, no program had been pre
pared, and Chai rman L. H. Roller 
called upon some of the members to 
address the society. Professor Freeman 
was the first to respond, and spoke 
briefly on the history of electrical engi
neering and the purpose of the A. I .E .E . 
Professor Clifford next gave a short 
talk on the importance of a good train
ing in English. Professor Barrows spoke 
on the value of extemporaneous speak
ing. Those s tudents who had been 
engaged in electrical work during the 
summer were asked to tell of their ex
periences. Messrs. Langstaff, Whitaker , 
Pagliarulo and Strong responded. Mr. 
Roller concluded with a ta lk on the work 
of the Branch for this year. 

The Branch held its second meeting in 
Chapin Hall on October 5. Chai rman 
Roller presided and called the meeting 
to order a t 8:30 p .m. He then intro
duced Mr. C. R. Schüler, who read a 
paper on " Out-Door Arc Light ing." 
The paper explained the fundamental 
principles of the arc light, and de
scribed in detail the series and multiple 
types of lamps. I t dealt also with the 
different kinds of arcs, such" as the plain 
carbon, the magnet i te and the flaming 
carbon arcs. Several addit ional facts 
were brought out in the discussion which 
followed. 

A special and joint meeting of the 
Armour Ins t i tu te Branch was held in 
cooperation with the Armour Ins t i tu te 
Branch of the A.S.M.E. on the evening of 
October 11, and presided over by Chair
m a n Roller. The speaker was Dean 
H. M. Raymond , who presented a paper 
ent i t led " A Few Hints to Engineering 
S tuden t s . " Dean Raymond prefaced 
his remarks by the definition of an engi-
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neer as " One skilled in the application 
of the forces and materials of na ture 
to the uses of man . " In order to be
come an engineer it is necessary to have 
a definite conception of what one wishes 
to accomplish. This should be fol
lowed by a thorough acquirement of 
knowledge by extended reading of books, 
technical journals and t rade l i terature 
relating to the field of endeavor chosen. 
I t is also advisable to keep note-books 
filled with valuable details and memo
randa, including prices from which to 
make estimates of costs. Another requi
site for the engineer is the ability pa
t ient ly to persevere unti l satisfactory 
results are accomplished. I t is also 
necessary to decide questions quickly, 
to work with the enthusiasm tha t in
spires others, to be accurate in all cal
culations, to plan carefully for work 
ahead, and to save systematically 
in order to have capital when it may be 
necessary. 

U N I V E R S I T Y OF COLORADO 
The University of Colorado Branch 

held its regular meeting on September 
20, with Chairman L. R. Leonard pre
siding, and a total a t tendance of 34 
members. Professor H. S. Evans spoke 
of the A. I. E. E. and the local Branch. 
Professor D. R. Jenkins commented on 
the excellent work of the society in 
previous years and encouraged his 
hearers to work for its success during the 
coming year. 

The next meeting of the Branch was 
held on October 4. Messrs. W. Trudgian 
and W. H. Bullock, both of whom are 
now in the Denver office of the West-
inghouse Electric and Manufacturing 
Company, gave an il lustrated lecture 
on " Outdoor High Tension Construc
t ion." Some excellent lantern slides 
added greatly to the interest and value 
of the lecture. 

UNIVERSITY OF K A N S A S 
This Branch held its first fall meeting 

on September 27, with 47 members 
present. Mr. A. W. Weibel, of the 

U. S. Bureau of Standards at Washing
ton, D. C , presented a paper on " Mea
suring and Standardizing of Resist
ances." Professor George C. Shaad gave 
a talk on the A. I. E. E. and its relation 
to the work of the Branch. 

The Branch held its next meeting on 
October 11. Mr. M. K. Thomas gave a 
review of current electrical l i terature, 
speaking at some length of the elec
trification of the Hoosac tunnel . Dr. 
E. W. Tillotson gave a talk on " The 
Scientific Design of Reflectors." Dr. 
Tillotson is with the Holophane Com
pany and is now working on the problem 
of how to give color to the light from 
the Cooper-Hewitt mercury vapor lamp. 

L E H I G H UNIVERSITY, 
SOUTH B E T H L E H E M , P A . 

The October meeting of the Lehigh 
University Branch was held on Tuesday 
evening, October 10. Fifty-nine mem
bers were present to hear and discuss 
the papers presented. The first paper 
on the program was by Mr. A. G. Bird-
sail, '12, on " Alternating Current and 
Direct Current Transmission Lines ", in 
which he dealt very clearly and thor
oughly with the different phases of 
transmission work. Mr. C. E. Clewell, 
i l luminating engineer of the Westing-
house Electric and Manufacturing Com
pany, read the second paper, on " Il
luminating Engineering ", giving a 
history of illumination and its develop
ment to the present t ime. 

UNIVERSITY OF M I S S O U R I 

The University of Missouri Branch 
held its opening fall meeting on October 
2. There was some discussion as to 
means of making meetings more in
teresting and valuable, and the follow
ing general policy was decided upon. 
Any article of interest to electrical 
engineers, appearing in any publication 
whatsoever, or any subject of interest , 
was to be considered proper material 
for discussion at the Branch meetings. 
The presentat ion of highly technical 
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papers which would be likely to prove 
unintelligible or uninterest ing to a large 
number of the s tudents present was to 
be discouraged. The executive com
mittee was authorized to call upon men 
to take par t in the discussion following 
the presentat ion of any paper, and to 
notify them in advance t ha t they would 
be expected to take par t . The chair
man was authorized to call upon any 
members to assist the commit tee in 
looking over current l i terature for good 
material . The Branch as a whole was 
also to take it upon itself to assist the 
commit tee by calling its a t ten t ion to 
good material for discussion and making 
suggestions. The idea of increasing 
the information of s tudents was to be 
secondary to t h a t of developing self 
confidence and the ability to express 
their ideas. Following the business 
session Mr. F . P. Hus ton gave an in
formal ta lk in which he told of some 
of his experiences in connection with 
his work for the Colorado Fuel and 
Iron Company. 

M O N T A N A STATE C O L L E G E 
The annual election of the M o n t a n a 

Sta te College Branch was held on 
October 11, and the following officers 
were elected: Chairman, J. Glen Luther ; 
secretary, J. A. Thaler . The newly 
elected officers were called upon to 
speak and gave brief ta lks on the work 
and scope of the Branch and the benefits 
to be derived from membership therein. 

P U R D U E U N I V E R S I T Y 
The Purdue University Branch held 

its first meeting for the year on Tuesday 
evening, October 10. At this meeting 
the ideals and purposes and policy of 
the Purdue Branch, and the proposed 
program for the year 's work were dis
cussed by Professors Harding and 
Topping. 

STANFORD U N I V E R S I T Y 

The Stanford University Branch 
resumed its. activities at a meeting held 
on September 22, with Mr. S. B. Shaw 

presiding, and an a t tendance of 21 
members . Several minor business mat
ters were discussed, and the treasurer 
submi t ted his report , after which a 
paper on " High Tension Test ing of 
Insulat ing Materials " was read by 
Mr. R. G. Marx. This was followed with 
one on " Storage Batteries " by Mr. 
H. E. Pelton. 

T H R O O P POLYTECHNIC I N S T I T U T E , 
PASADENA, C A L . 

A meeting of the Throop Polytechnic 
Ins t i tu te Branch, marking the opening 
of the season, was held on October 6. 
Three papers were presented; two on the 
Southern California Edison Company ' s 
s team electric plant at Long Beach, 
Cal., by Messrs. H. S. Wood and A. W. 
Wells, and the other on the Pacific 
Light and Power Company ' s conduit 
system in Los Angeles, Cal., by Mr. 
H. B. Gurckens. At the close of the 
discussion of the papers Mr. R. W. 
Sorensen gave a ta lk on the work of 
the Branch and plans for the year. 

W O R C E S T E R POLYTECHNIC I N S T I T U T E 
Dr. Clarence A. Pierce, assistant 

professor of electrical engineering at the 
Worcester Polytechnic Ins t i tu te , ad
dressed the Branch a t a meeting held 
on October 13, on " Accuracy in the 
Determinat ion of Electrical Quant i t ies ." 
Dr. Pierce gave a brief history of the 
development of s tandard measures in 
general and then took up the develop
ment and s tandardizat ion of the more 
common electrical quant i t ies ; volt, 
ampere, and ohm. He spoke at some 
length on the growth and importance 
of the Nat ional Bureau of Standards , 
giving several instances where im
por tan t disputes had been quickly 
settled by the Bureau. The meeting 
then adjourned to the s tandards labora
tory, where considerable t ime was spent 
in examinat ion and discussion of the 
various s tandards which are kept there 
for calibrating the laboratory instru
ments . 


